HEAD TEACHER
2 WELCOME

Dear Parents, %

/ L)OPe 7%”8 news/eHer fina/s HOU we// as we move iﬂ?LO 7%@ win*er MOVHLL!S.

Qur School /mlprovemen* Plan for this session sets out our chamge fo /hlemcy Pedagogy, with
this ferm a focus on reaa/ing s*rmtegies and skills. All teachers attend %raining and are
suploor?tea’ n P/anning on Mrs Longs*aff, our Li?temcy Chamlpion. On our in-service a’ay, we
received *raining n reaa/ing laedagogica/ alnlnroaches from the West Par*nershi/p who are our
Eegiona/ /mlurovemenf Collaborative. All feaching staff have visited other schools fo gm‘her
gooa/ Iprac*ioe examlo/es and shared these at staff mee*ings. We have created new /o/anning
documents and agreeo/ a whole school alplproach fo *eaching reao/ing fo increase Ipu/ai/

attainment. We will continue o build on +his grem‘ start fo im/prove /i*emc_tj further at
Twechar PS.

During November the managememt team will engage in further ziua/hly assurance. We will do
this Hwough classroom visits 1o observe /earning and feaching, *a/eing InamL n /earning walks o
discuss /earning with qupi/s, and cap?ture their evaluations of this new way of /earning *hrough
%eaching and men*oring mee*ings to discuss each child's progress. We look forward fo

showcasing our grem‘ work with you next ferm.

This year we are a’e/ighfea/ fo have all our usual Christmas celebrations una/erway. Primary [-3
children will prepare and Presem‘ a nmtivhly called 'Busy, Busy, Bethlehem' P5-P1 children will
Perform our Christmas show The Wizard of 0z. We look forward to we/coming you fo our

SCL)OO/ evemts.

Qur excellent. haro/wor/eing Parent Council must be congm*u/mtea’ for their fantastic
Hallowe'en Discos — what gremL fun! The Parent Council will man a stall at Parents’ Evening
fo ask families what imlnrovememLs H)ey would like fo see in our school P/aygrouno/ and ask for

ideas for events Yyou would like fo see in school for our children and families.

All events recluire he/loers begono/ the Parent Council in order to run sm(e/y. Without helpers
we will be unable to run /alrge events outwith school fime, so Ip/ease let them know if you can
volunteer o he/lp at school events and sulnpor* them #o bring fun, memorable activities for our
children.



HEAD TEACHER
2 WELCOME

| would like to thank you all for suppor*ing your child to learn their Hallowe en poem and it

was wonderful o see so many of you ery'oy their Inerf-ormance on Hallowe'en. Thank you for
coming a/ong and suppor*ing the school, it rea//y was a s/oecial/ afternoon and a gremt way fo

s*ar?t HOI//OW@ en ce/ebm*ions.

| am saddened +o reloomt that our children are coming fo school with unhealﬂly snacks. After
a gooa/ start in Augusf the number of hea/ﬂy snacks have a’roppeo/. We need Iparenfol/
sulp/ooml with this. Children on/y need one small snack and snacks should be low sugar, salt and
fat Fruit breadsticks, cheese and sandwiches make a hea/ﬂy alternative with so many
benefits for your child. Please *ry fo Provia’e a hea/?%_tj alternative for your child's snack.

This week we will launch our school committees. All children in P-T will be a member of a

school committee. Qur children are excellent ambassadors for the school and have many 9remt
ideas on how fo imlprove. [+ is impor?tan* that we gmther Inu/ai/ voice and use their ideas o
im/orove the school and make it a Iu/ace in which *hey feel included and involved We would like
fo have Paremts involved in the committees fo sulo/oomL the children fo make real change for
the school /fyou think you would be able fo come a/ong fo a monH)/y meeﬁng with a
committee and sulplpor+ children 1o make a real difference, Ip/ease let me know. There will be

an olplporfunify fo sign up at Parents’ Evening or /o/ease contact me a/irec%/y.
| look forward to meeﬁng you this week at Faremts' evenings.

T ake care,

Marie-Louise

KEY DATES
o Fri ITth Nov - Children in Need
o frillth Nov - Boo/ebug/ Read, Write, Count Parent Session at 9:30am.
o Fri 2Lth Nov - Library visit-
Mon Gth Dec - EDC Christmas Concert in G/asgow.
Wed 13th Dec - Christmas Shows at /./5lom
Thurs Iith Dec - Christmas shows at 6.30/0m
Thurs 2lst Dec - Christmas Parties.
Fri 22nd Dec - School Closes at 230/9;% for Christmas ho/ia/ays.



/1] FAMILY LEARNING
UPDATE

Fami/_(/ Learning encourages fami/y members fo learn fogeﬂwer as and within a fami/y, with a

focus on /mLergenermLiona/ /earning. Fami/y /earming activities can also be spech[ica//y designec/

fo enable parents to learn how fo suppor?t their children's /earning. 'Fami/y /earning Is a
owerful method of engagemen* and /earning which can foster Iposhtive attitudes fowards

/h[e/ong /earning, Iprommte socio-economic resilience and cha//enge educational a/isac/van*age'.

(Scottish Fami/y Learning Network 2016)

Who leads Fami/y Learning and who is it for? My name is Denise McMunn and | am the
Fami/y Learming Assistant for Twechar Primar_(/ School Fami/y Learming Is open fo all families.
| would encourage families fo become involved because of the Poshlive imlgo/cf it can have on all
children. Fami/_(j Learning enhances /earning for your child and improves outcomes. It's that

simF/e/ A Joined up alolbroach IS imlbor*aml. We can he/lg./

Qur Primary 3 children were given the oppor*unh‘y fo Par*icipafe n wee/e/y gara/ening sessions
where H)ey /a/an*eo/ and tended to fruit and vege*ab/es at the garden area within the grounds
of the Twechar HLEC next to the school The vege*ab/es that were grown and harvested were
subsegluen*/y on a/islo/ay at the HLEC annual Harvest Fayre n Sepfember and were available at

Hwe evemt 7[0" members O'l[ H)e COVHVY)UH[?LH 7LO *a/ee home.

As we teach our children about the impor*ance of sustainable /iving, we have a su/plply of 9000/
%ua/hly itfems of Inre/ovea’ school uniform available. With the fem'oem*ure a’ropping a’ai/y,
Twechar Primary School also has a small number of 900a’ alua/hty, Fre—/ovea’ winfer coats and
jac/ee*s on offer to those who may need them. Please ask!

We understand that the current economic climate has had an impac+ on many families” income
due 1o reduced hours, Job loss or other circumstances. Please, if you are s%rugg/ing fo ge* by
don't feel stuck — we are here fo help. We now have a confidential electronic referral sys*em

fo the foodbank. There will be a letter sent out fo all families with further information.

/fyou wish to enrol your child for the new school session in /\ugusf 2024, 7%e_(j must have
reached the age of 5 years between Ist March 202l and 281h Fe/oruary 2025. You can
regis*er your child by comlu/efing the online regis*m*ion form available on the EDC website
between -30 November 2023. Please don't hesitate to ask if you re@uire any he/ln with this.



LITERACY CHAMPION

UPDATE
BOOK WEEK SCOTLAND TALK TO ME

We are c/e/igHec/ fo be We/coming Paremts info ABOUT
school on such a Iousy and vibrant week! From our . GeH,'y,g involved in
book cover door a’islp/ays, fo our outdoor book our /ibmry
scavenger hunt, our /i?temry Pairs to our PI-3 Come c/eve/olpmernt,

Read with Me' sesssions on Fria/ay, you will find o [he best book cover
books and stories at the heart of every*hing in our door dislp/a-(jl

school communi*y this week Please follow us on X o What youre reaa/ing
(Twitter) to access regu/ar lphmtos and ulpc/mtes. at the moment
We're @*Wechar/os and could do with an extra

follower or fuwol DID YOU
SCHOOL LIBRARY KNOW?

We now have a /i/omry area within the school that ~ |Neading = sharing books and

all children can access! Qur dedicated P6/1 stories at h?me is one of the
VVJOS?L e"[:'[eC*IVQ Wa_tjs 07[

librarians and | are cremting a wish-list to enhance fosterin ga lifelon g love of
the space, thanks to the Parent Council O'FP/H/”? for o e e WS o

9 9- Y
funa/ing. A huge thank you and shout out goes fo a would like he/lo or suloioomt with
fantastic Paremt he/luer who collected a sofa and this, P/ea’se don't be shy in

chair and hand delivered this to us in his van! ”’Skinﬂ for he/f”‘

PARTNERSHIP WITH WILLIAM PATRICK LIBRARY
We confinue fo work c/ose/y with Helen from our local /ibmr_(j in Kirkinfilloch.

Helen visits us one /:rio/ay every month fo deliver books based on the children's
recommendations. Now that Mrs Longstaff has had her minibus fmining, we ve
/oenci//ec/ in dates to take each class fo visit the /i/omry n January. Helen has
also su,u/oorfec/ us on our //'/omry Journey, *raining up our two P6/1 librarians on

how to cmtegorise books and create invi*ing reaa/ing areas.



PRIMARY 1/2
NEWSLETTER

LITERACY % ASKHE
Pl/2 have been very busy /earning new sounds. ABOUT

The_t/ are super at remem/oering the action and son

fo go with each sound. Pl have been /oo/eing for o Our n'ew 'Targe*
ﬂ)ings around the class and outside that Ioegin with Tasks.

their sound of the week P2 have been /oo/eing for o Our gooa/ morning
their Iphonemes in their reo//'ng books. Pl/2 have sl

Proa/ucea’ some fabulous WFi?Lng this ferm and know ¢ Percy the /90"’/?
that a sentence should have a calnhla/ letHer and full /eeeluer,

s7L0/o. The_(j have been /is*ening fo stories about Percy

H)e IDOIF/Q Kee er OIVJOI have WF/7L7LeV) /07LS OIEOWL h/m/
P KEY DATES

o Frillth Nov -
MATHS Children in Need
Pl/2 have been *rying hard with their numeracy. P o Frillth Nov -

know numbers before and afer, up 1o 10. They use Boo/ebug Giﬁing.
their rhymes fo he/lo form these numbers. P2 have o Wed 727nd Nov -
been Work/ng on numbers to 100 and are making Uit et
gremt progress. Pl/2 love to In/ay number games as (Bring Wellies!)
parf of their 'Targevt [asks' o/uring p/ay, which helps o fri 24:4h Nov -
fo consolidate what H)ey have learned. Libmr_tj visit

OTHER AREAS

Pl/? enjoyec/ /earning about Under the Sea creatures Hwough /i*emc_tj. We
read stories such as The Rainbow F/sh The Snail and The Whale" and 'Sharing
a Shell. We learned lots about sharing and being kind We made a a’isp/a_tj

about how we would like our class to be. Primary I/2 have taken an inferest in

Castles and have decided H)ey'a’ like to find our lots more about them this term.
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IN ACTION

[

Chec/e 0M7L S@@SOIW OIHGI TWI.7L7L€I’ 7[0'" regu/ar IDicfure MIDGIOHLQS.



[ PRIMARY 2/3

NEWSLETTER
LITERACY ASK ME

Weriting — this ferm we have been focusing on suspense

s%ories?#vrough the model fext Funny BonZs. We 5re ABOUT
wor/eing fowards wrhting suspense stories of our own. o The Five /:inger
Reaa/ing — We have been learning about summarisin ] using ZDPrOO'Ch-

the 5 finger aln/aroach fo Pu// ou /eey information. We have o Ureater and less than
used this across a range of media inc/uc/ing s%ory boo/es, crocodiles.

films such as Shrek, and poems. * Gymnas*ics - balances
Grammar — we are focusing on all different 7L_%pes of and rolls.

Punc*ua*ion inc/ua/ing full stops, caphta/ leters, Ques*ion o The lar geﬂt rainforest
marks and slueech marks. ‘/\/Z are una/ers*ana/ing what each in the world

07[ Hlese are 01710{ when 7%282 are MS@OI. We are s7lar7ting 7L0

incorlnomfe these into our own wr/*ing. KEY DATES
o Wed [5th Nov -

OTHER AREAS . Qutdoor Learnin

P2/3 have been /oo/emg at the Rainforest this term. We (Bring Wellies))

have located rainforests on a map and how their location

impacts the climate to create the hot and wet weather. We | & £ri [ T#h Nov -

have a/esigned osters on the different /ayers of the Ch/la/re” in Need
rainforest and have created our own rainforest on the wall o Fri /77% Nov - Read,
in our classroom. We will be focusing on ditferent animals Write Count Giﬁing.
of the rainforest and how Hley have adalmteo/ fo survive o Fri 24th Nov -

7%)@"@ 0”’16/ WI// gO on 7L0 uno/ers*anc/ Hm damgers 7%]2 Libr‘ar‘y V[‘sht

rainforests are facing curren*/y.

MATHS
Number Processes — we are /oo/eing at numbers to 100 and 3 a’ight numbers 1o [00. We
have been o/eve/olping an unders*anding of this using lp/ace value sfrm‘egies, fi//ing n missing
numbers and sequencing these.
[ime — we have discussed the imlpor*ance of /earning fo fell the time and all the *hings this
helps us to do — inc/uc/ing cafching a bus, and going fo see a movie in the cinema. We will
look at o'clock, half Pas* and cluamler fo and Ioas% times. We will be able to read and write
these fimes on both dighta/ and ama/ogue clocks.



PRIMARY 2/3
IN ACTION

Chec/e 0M7L Seesaw OIHC/ TW[?L*QF 'FOF regu/ar Inicfure M/?O/OI?LQS./



[ PRIMARY 3/4

NEWSLETTER
LITERACY ASK ME

Spelling - this term has focused a lot on Active Literac
peing Y
Parfner work s*ra*egies. This involved the children brea/e/'ng ABOUT

words down info the different sound combinations and o [he best S?Lr‘mtegies
sfua’ying how sounds can look different across a varie*y of S v G
words. For examlp/e, the ee sound in s/eep and she. ool * 000/5*0 )
Eeaa//ng - we focused on using our reao/ing fools fo read 9 9°-

aloud with f/uencg and exlpression. The children are becoming o What it takes to
more and more skilled at s/eimming and scanning fexts, run a successful
sharing what Hvey imagine stories fo look like (visualisation) business.

and summarising /eey events.

thting - we have focused on wri*ing suspense s*ories, full

of s/poo/ey seHings and in*eres*ing characters. KEY D ATE s

o fril1th Nov -
. MATHS . Children in Need
This term has focused on mental maths s*rmlegles o Eri |THh Nov -

children can use o solve addition and subtraction P3 Poad Writ
problems. P3/l+ have enjoyed game based o ipe L
alploroaches fo comp/e*e their /earning, us/ng cards, [

dice and online games. They are conso/ia’a*ing this o ri ZLH% Nov -

/earning in real life scenarios, H)rough money lessons

Li sit.
with Mrs Laidlaw once a week foo. /brary VIS]

OTHER AREAS

We are /oo/eing at Ip/anning and running a business, focusing on creafing our own
Toy Sholp. The children have enjoyec/ role In/aying different jobs, cremting their

own business Pro/uosa/s, and later 7%6_(/ will move on fo c/esigning and creaﬁng

PFOG/MC?LS 7L0 S@//. S?La_tj ﬁmec/ 'FOF fur#yer M’DGJOHLGS./



PRIMARY 3/4
IN ACTION

Chec/e 0M7L SQQSOIW OIHGI TWI.7L7L€I’ 7[0"' regu/ar pic*ure M/?O/OI?LQS.I



PRIMARY 5/6
NEWSLETTER

LITERACY % ASK ME
In /hteracy we are using different spe//ing ABOUT

s+m7Legies, such as diacritical marking fo help us o John Muir (P5)
understand the different sounds that make up | i,ZW” e

a word We are focusing on nouns and

d
aaﬁem‘ives, aa/a/ing c/elm% fo our uno/ers*anc/ing VY%/L,O a:o o
when we read. We've been focusing on ce/leI:l *ep Diwall

visualisation and Frec/ic*ion fechnialues fo do #his.
We are /oo/eing at the features of a suspense

s*ory and will be Wri*ing our own soon! KEY DATES

o Frillth Nov -
MATHS Children in Need.

We are focusing on mu/*ip/icaﬁon and division in e Wed 29%h Nov -

numeracy, and how we can use different P6 Qutdoor
s*rafegies fo mu/*ilo/y numbers within 100. We Leaming (Bring
are also focusing on time, con%inuing fo use both Wellies!)

oma/ogue and a/ighta/ clocks when compleﬁng fime o Fri 2Lth Nov -

calculations. Library visit

OTHER AREAS

We have been focusing on different 7L0/9/'ca/ celebrations such as Bonfire
NIgH Halloween and Diwali We looked at Whg ﬂ)ey are celebrated, how
Ipeolo/e celebrate them, and created some 9remt art for each festivall



PRIMARY 5/6
5 IN ACTION

Chec/e 0M7L SQQSOIW OIHGI TWI.7L7L€I’ 7[0"' regu/ar pic*ure M/?O/OI?LQS.I



PRIMARY 6/7
NEWSLETTER

OTHER AREAS % ASK ME
Within Health and We//being, we are con*inuing fo ABOUT

focus on /Q@_Lj social skills. In addition, we are o b St
exln/oring the impomtance of our eqluifa/o/e g Crrrias VCar'.
classroom. Mrs Laidlaw fook us 'ulo the coachie’ o W s e
for outdoor /earning. Activities included a e A (A
blindfolded trust walk, den bui/a//'ng, archery, o 5 different genres

nature hunt, and we finished with roasted

marshmallows. Qur encluiry /earning focus is music

of music.

and its impac% on socie*y. We will be conc/ua/ing
this shor*/y with a a/ighta/ music composi%ion KEY DATES

e Frillth Nov -

MATHS Children in Need.
o Fri 2Lth Nov -

Library visit

The class did a grem‘ Job last term conso/ia/afing
their /earning on rounding, es*ima*ing and Ip/ace e Mon b4th Dec -

value. This ferm we are ma/eing sure everyone EDC Christmas
feels secure then cha//engea/ with the four Concert in G/asgow.
opemﬁons-’ addition, subtraction, mu/*ip/ica*ion o Wed I3th/Thurs
and division. Ilth Dec -
Christmas Show.

LITERACY
ThIS 7Lerm we are exlo/oring 74)6 {QOI?LMI’QS 07[0I SMS,DeHSQ 7Lex7t. We WI//

continue this for a few weeks until we feel reao/y fo write our own e/oic
suspense sfories. Primary 6/ 1 are ery’o_(jing the S/oine fext of 'ija/e

Paw" which we will use fo he/’p inform and enhance our Wri%ing.
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Check out Seesaw and Twitter for requ




